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By CHRIS S FABLEKAS. 
NEW YORK 
Marguerite Young and her 


book, “Miss MacIntosh, My 
Darling," are American literary 
legends. 

This immense, thickly 


textured novel was almost 19 
years in the creation. Portions 
appeared in magazines throughout 

, the often painful years of writing; 

: . Messages proclaiming that, at 
“last, the often vaunted ٩4 
American novel" was PRU on 
its way. 


book after a champagne-drenched 
afternoon in Penn Station in 1945. 
Nineteen years later she came to 
her publisher, Scribners, bearing 
3,449 pages of typescript. 

In Septeraber, 1965, it was 


| 
| 
| 
I 
i 
i : Marguerite Young began the 


pages long and was the first work 
of fiction to sell for more than $10. 
(the price tag was $10.95). ^ 


S Premiaren‏ یسل 
_ سال وت 


From most quarters, the 
response was immediate and 
extraordinary. Critics said the 
-book more than lived up to the 
advance expectations. Several 
colleges began offering courses in 


S PP, A ERA T 3 و‎ 


It. sold more than 100,000 


ES‏ 5 ہے tw‏ کک رر 2 ٭ 


3 P J Te 1 ” But there were cracks in the 


dis 


a arean That they still pain even 
“after seven years, was evident 
during an interview: “We'll kill 
her. That’s what some people said. 
We won’t let her have the glory. So 
‘they reviewed the reviews and 
didn't bother to read the book." 
: ۱ She was sitting i the ار‎ 
~ Auk 707 e / ` Drugstore, just below Sheridan 
E 7 and بعلا با‎ Square. It’s not far from her 
i apartment on Bleecker Street. She 
comes here almost every evening 
after a session of writing. She says 
she begins writing about 4:30 
every morning and finishes 
sometime between 3 and 5 in the 


Roy X fe vrl 
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| ws 07.0 
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pee ade to: 


i “v afternoon: “All creation flees 
å 1, pied yp Áo had aS after that,” she said. 

get yh fu + اك‎ She is a neighborhood 
4 m m / bo ^! favorite. Children and celebrities 
t) Lay Nc ee T stop by to chat as she sits there, 
i a do drinking black coffee and ط٠‎ 
A fs e و کی‎ smoking Camel cigarettes. 

ee — “Between here and my door 
d 2 there are 15 children who are my 


ALS MVP 3) Me 
ka he = کو ند‎ 
م)‎ ۷ 2 veeod. A. 


Novel f 


published. The novel was 1,198 
: masterpiece. 


Book beaf 


friends. A week doesn't pass that I 
don't bring them little gifts: 
Paper 00115, toys, books." 

She hails one bright mulatto 
youngster and tells him she'll drop 
off a promised book about 
chipmunks. 


Performers from the Tolstoy : 


play “Anna K.” next door stop by 


and talk about the upcoming : 
presidential election. Miss Young. '' 


is a staunch supporter of 
McGovern. ‘‘Next to writing and 


teaching, politics are my great `. *¥ 


love." The New York Post 
columnist, Mary McGrory, comes 
over and the women talk about 
McGovern’s chances. 


After an hour of this, Miss 
Young goes to a narrow pizza 
parlor down the street. It’s quieter 
here and she talks about her 


"There's not an invented 
character in the book. I knew all of 
them, or based them on people I 
read about. I lived with the opium 
lady for two years while I was 
going to the University of Chicago. 


Óne of the murder stories came 
from True Detective. In a history, 
I read where a champion billiard 
player committed suicide because 
a fly was on his billiard ball during 
an important game. I was in love 
with a deaf-mute man.” 

She said there were “myths 
attached to the book from the very 
beginning. I was lionized while I 
was writing it. But for some 
reason, I've withdrawn from that 
whole thing now. I hardly go out, 
except in the neighborhood. 
Literary circles in the city aren't 
what they used to be.” 


There is a trace of wonder 


1 led V 


when she says this, as if she looks . 


at herself from a vantage point 
and sees a totally different, yet 
prius person, moving through 
ife. 

Her rnost persona! contact 
with people comes in her teaching. 
Three nights a week, Miss Young 
lectures in creative writing 
courses at the New School of 
Social Research and Fordham 
University. She said she "hates 
the subway rides to Fordham. I 
spend more than three hours a 
week on the subway.”’ 

She is proud of her students. 


w تیا باس‎ EL OL 


M Darling" is most extraordinary 


^7 She said she’s been teaching at the 


“Li. two colleges since 1954, and has 


^ - seen more than 300 books by her 
as students published. 

5 * She said she “doesn't follow 
‘tends in the new novels." She 
i doesn’t : need to since she has 
chelped set the standard of 
“excellence, 

* v “Miss MacIntosh, 


My 


= =: For its poetry. From first to last, - 
" Miss Young had fired the pages 
|^ .. With an undreamed-of richness of 
;language. On every page there are 
‘lines the country’s best poets, 
‘would envy. Just dipping into the 
book for.a few pages, the reader 
„immediately discovers an Arabian 
‘Nights quality.It isan LSD trip 


^ ‘spinning off theblack and white 


; Words. 2 
* 4. +. That the book has had an 


A 


almost unprecedented impact is 
evidenced by the thousands of 
letters she received, and continues 
to receive. Last week's batch 
included letters from a doctor, a 
forest. ranger, ۵ an 
orientoligist. 

"Miss MacIntosh” is the 
natural end product of the 
American genius fram Indiana 
that js Marguerite Young. She said 
she was “brought up to be a 


writer. I was Erovght up holding a . 


pencil. My .grandmother kept 
telling me this. I never wanted 
anything else. 

“I think of myself as a 
religious writer in the comic and 
cosmic sense.” 

Pizza eaten, Miss Young led a 
visitor to her apartment. It is on 
the third floor of the house in 
which Herman Melville (“Moby 


pH 5 7 


ldenvy = 


Dick") was born. á NE -S 
It is an apartment only the : 
writer of “Miss MacIntosh” could 
have created. The three rooms are ¢ 
covered with flowers, toy soldiers, * 
angels, wind chimes, ancient 
dolls, and circus horses. : i - 
“Lay down on the couch,” she 
cheerily said. "Now close your : 
eyes and open them slowly.” Fora 3 
visitor, it truly was a fantasy 
world; an incredible, baroque 
dream. š 
Illustrations’ of the rooms 
should be part of a projected re- 
issue of “Miss Macintosh,” they 
are so integra! a part of the book’s 
life. 
And seeing the room helps 
explain the fact that even though 
the book took close to two decades 
to write, the same silver-gold 
quality is evident from first page E 
to last. This apartment harbored s ~ 
the book. All she did was write it. 
Because she has poured so 
much of her life into this supreme 
work, she is anxious that it 
survive. "Do you really think it 
will live?" she asked several 
times. 5 7 


, 
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Sats مھ‎ 


There is no doubt of the شی‎ 
answer: Yes. s> 

She talked about her new E 
writings; biographies of two ' ae 
fellow Indianians, Eugene V. Debs Ru 
and James Whitcomb Riley. She ~7 E 
said she'd also like to write a book تا‎ y RI, 
on Edgar Allen Poe. i E par 

Would she ever attempt . S 


another ''Miss MacIntosh?” S 03 
She thought for a long time, ; 5 

then smiled. "If I do," she said, .- 

“I'd give my all to it. That's the à 

only way to do something and =o! ad 

make it last.” 
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Materiel given to the Library by Theodore Debs M 
X1 Teos, =.V. "alls and bers with inscription by ۲۸۵0 , و1۵0‎ cei 
FRAG 2 i Labor and freedom 1 i " 
fou 2B -------- Souvenir vol. Golden wedding anniversary of Jean Daniel 
7۳ Debs and Marguerite Marie Bettrich. ۰ 1۵3 و۲۵1‎ 1۰ Sept. 
id, 9 000-0۰70 ۱1701000160166 وف‎ 1 59927 wm mp 
Pamphlets in Indiana case 
AG Debs, E.V. Address to the jury and statements to the court. م20‎ 
Chic. National Office Socialist party. n.d. paper ; 
4 ل‎ American movement. Sep. 221 . 62382253622 & Co. n.d. ع5‎ 
5 " Canton speech. 32p. port.on cover. Chic. Socialist 
party of the U.S. n.d.paper 
Y 6 K Childhood. folded sheet. no imp. 2 cops 
70 vie Industrial unionism. 32p. Ohic.Chas.H.Kerr (1905) paper 
8 n Reply to John Vitchell. 323p. " " " (1904) ۲ 
x +9 it Riley, Nye and Field. 15p. Reprinted from National Mag. 
x 710 Sacco and Vanzetti. Chic. International labor defense 
1 oo" n.d. folded sheet 
Unity and victory. rev.Feb.15,1910. 323p. Chic.C.H.Kerr, 
1910. paper ; 
VT 7H Woman. Folded sheet. (Ð cops 
els. ۳ Recollectione of Ingersoll. (in Pearson's Mag.v.37, 
pp. 302-307. Apr.1917) 
x 14 - Riley the Hoosier poet and interpreter. (in Pearson's 


Mag. v.37, pp.196-204, Mar.1917) 
About Debs 


x 15 Labor defender. Debs number. Dec.1926 
16 Steffens, Lincoln. Eugene V.Debs on what the matter is in America 
and what to do about it. (im Everybody's Mag. v.19. pp.455-471, 
Oct .1908) NT T کا‎ 
x 17 ------- Eugene V.Debs. ۳۵1۳8۵66 sheet. containing eulogies,etc. 
(Prepared by Theo.Debs for lecture publicity) 
18 Le Prade,Puth, Debs and the poets. 990. Pasadena. Upton Sinclair 
(c1920) paper 
x LS Hollingsworth, J.H. What his neighbors say of him.  27p. no imp. paper 
v 20 HUTTE Nm. Eugene V.Debs: an introduction. 48p. Williamsburg, Ohio 
j Progress Pub.Co. n.d. paper 
vy 21 Holmes, John Haynes. Debs- lover of men. (in Unity. v.98, pp.165— 
E 188) see also p.183 for verse by Lucia Trent 4 p.189 for marked 
paragraph 


"ewspaper articles (Newspapers on shelfin Office closet) 


22 Forward (Hebrew) for Oct.31,1926. One page shows pictures of the 
Tebs family, birthplace of E.V.Debs,etc. 


23 Feigenbaum, "m. M. Eugene Debs- the man and the leader. (in Forward 
(Eng.sect. 06٥+ ۰4 6568 

sa نے‎ ay 7.4. Whole world is celeorating 70¢h birthday of EugeneV. 
Deve, etc. also Poem by Te Witt, Sam'l A. "To Gene Debs. (a Fors 


ward (Eng. sect.) Wov.1,1925 


Gift of his brother, fhéodore Debs. 


Numbers checked on these pages are in the Debs Scrap Book, 


box - Indiana Case. کے‎ 


Mr Faurót brought the following meterial 
it came from Mr Heinl: 


X Three, manuscripts on th Bettrich é ۳ families (ded 

Y On newspaper published in French July 19, 1894 containing 
on Tugene Debs “his material is in Debs Family envelope in 
case No 1 


2 Newspaper articles cont. 
25 Wieck, Agnes Burns. Debs. (in Illinois miner. J1.18,1925) 
a Clippings with wes. 
war! 
"- 26 "One who krew him." Incidents, sidelights in life of Debs. (Labor 
gs News, Branford? Dec.27,1932 
27 Unidentified clipping E.D.George A picture of Debs 
X28 sheet—advertisement of Upton Sinclair's The Jungle. new ed. 
y 29 ai " Brass check 
30 "The Issue" by Eugene V. Debs 
x E.V. Debs Scrap Book- clippings fron the papers of 1894-95-96—— 


in pamphlet 


to tne library 


(om) 


an article 
filing 
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EUGENE V. DEBS HOME 


HAS BEEN DESIGNATED A 
REGISTERED NATIONAL 


HISTORIC LANDMARK 


UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF 
THE HISTORIC SITES ACT OF 
AUGUST 21, 1935, THIS SITE 
POSSESSES EXCEPTIONAL 
VALUE IN COMMEMORATING 
OR ILLUSTRATING THE 
HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED STATES 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE 
INTERIOR NATIONAL PARK 
SERVICE 


1966 


——— — — M ا‎ ——— 


„a Pictured below, left, is the Eugene V. Debs home before the 
` . exterior was Permanently Preserved by the amazing T-Lok? 
Mastic Vinyl Siding. ۱ 


ip ۱ RR ہہا؟‎ 
1۳ ووااوم‎ Falrbanks Mem. Library 


d M a AMA 
Teu 8 U 3 iti و‎ ۱ 


Laughrey Bros. suggest you visit this Historic National Land- 


mark. You'll marvel at history of one of Our Greatest Men in کڈ‎ 


the "past", and of the future's Greatest Siding . . . Today! . — 


MET) 
juble | RT 


Elec-| V9! 


Shown above is the same home af 
ter Laugh 2 | 
stalled this new siding. ghrey Bros. in 
| 


08 i dll ۲ iViGidds Library 
TERRE MAUTE, INDIANA 


“Debs 


Laughreys ‘Help "Preserve 
Historical, Debs Hom 


4/30 Jé 

The exterior of the Eugene, United States de ا‎ to eeu 
Debs Home was permanently lovely old home that holds a 
wealth of history that not only 
presesved and restored to ré- involved Terre Haute, the State 
semble its original appearance} of Indiana, but this nation as 

recently by e 9 E well. 
Mastie Vinyl i img pom At one time, following the 
= لیف‎ Brothers او‎ AA death of Debs, it was purchased 
EM. by Dr. John Shannon, who at 
Because the all-weather T-lok|that time was a member of the 
solid vinyl siding is a product social studies department at 
of space age chemistry, it with-|TGt; It later became a fraterni- 
stands all the elements ofity house. In 1962 the Debs Foun- 
weather. It is durable and its dation purchased the house and 
beauty and versatility is Un- began the process of restora- 

equaled by any other material. tion. 
+ ک و‎ To date, five of the eight 
Laughreys have recently ex-/rooms have been restored and 
panded their own facilities at|furnished. Because of Eugene 
3055 N. 13th St.. using the T-lok|V. Debs and his brother, Theo- 
Solid Vinyl Siding, thereby in-|dore, place in history, it was 
creasing their display room|important to have the outside 
used to show their paneling, | finished in a material that was 


ceiling and other fine products beautiful as well as preserva-| 
of the firm. tive. i 

Bob Laughrey has spent the| The Debs Home is open for 
last seven years working with|tours by special requests for 
the B. F. Goodrich and Mastic) school children, clubs, and or- 
Corp., at the pilot plant in Cali-| ganizations. Offic ers of the 
fornia, on the improvement of|Foundation wil arrange such 
the product and the ease of in-|tours. It is open to the general 
-stallation. public Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m. 


The Eugene V. Debs Founda-| There is no charge. 
ton committee selected the 
Vinyl Plastic Siding, because 
once it is installed there is no 
maintenance, as it is solid color 
throughout, with no paint to 
wear off, chalk or flake and it 
can withstand pounding, kick- 
ing and wind-blown hail. 
0 
The Eugene V. Debs home is 
‘a National Shrine and is a part 
of the National Park Service. 
People from throughout the}: 
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1968 Debs 


Reuther Is Ch 


iy i ) ‘erect a bronze bust of Eugene 
er is the fourth io re.|V. Debs to mark his birthplace 

ceive the award, the others|0? N. 4th street which is now 
being John L. Lewis, president|? Part of Indiana State Uni. 
emeritus United Mine Workers Versity campus. The board ef 
(1965); Norman Thomas, suc. rectors of the university have 
cessor to Debs as leader of the; #PProved this action , 

Socalist Party (1966) and A, 
Philip Randolph (1967). 

Reuther will come to Terre 
Haute either in mid-September 
or in November after the presi- 
deniial election, to receive the 
award. The recipient receives a 
bronze plaque and a citation fox 
the outstanding work which won 
him this recognition. 2 


The directors also voted te 


osen 
^s liae ۱ e e 
Award Recipient 


Walter Reuther, president ‘off selection of the Eugene V. Debs|University of Maryland; A. 


the United Auto Workers of 
America, was unanimously 
‘chosen to be the 1968 recipient 
iof the Eugene V. Debs Award 
in the field of labor by the di- 
rectors of the Eugene V. Debs 
Foundation at the semi-annual 
meeting, Saturday night at the 


Albert Pick motel. 


award panel which 0 
Reuther from a field of several] 


nominations. Members of the 
award panel, which selected 
Reuther, included Patrick E. 
Gorman, president of the Eu. 
gene V. Debs Foundation and 
|secretary-treasurer of the Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters; Dr. David 


The directors confirmed the'Shannon, professor of history, when Reuther's nomination was 


Philip Randolph, vice president! 
of the AFL-CIO and president) 
of the Brotherhood of Sleeping 
Car Porters and Harry Golden, 
editor, lecturer and author of 
Charlotte, N. C. The fifth mem- 
ber of the panel, Victor Reuth- 
er, brother of Walter Reuther, 


disqualified himself to serve 


| 
UI 
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DEBS’ HOME MARKED—The home of Eugene V. Debs, famed labor leader and socialist, 
has been marked with a new sign. The home which is being made into a memorial to 
Debs is located at 451 North Eighth street and will be dedicated and opened to the 
public Nov. 5 on the 108th birth anniversary of Debs. Viewing the sign are officers 
of the Eugene V. Debs Foundation, from left: Ned A. Bush Sr., executive vice president; 
Prof. Robert Constantine, secretary, and Margaret Debs Cooper, niece and only living 
blood relative of Debs. Mrs. Cooper is on the restoration committee and is active in 
restoring the interior of the home. 
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You know you've finally made it when 
your face is printed on a T-shirt. 

For Eugene V. Debs, that singular honor 
didn't come until some 56 years after his 
death. His likeness is emblazoned on a 
shirt in time for the annual Debs Award 
Dinner (see other story). In this day and 
age, it seems every T-shirt must have a 
message. If Debs’ message was printed 
on a T-shirt, it would fill up the front, the 
back, the sleeves, the inside and be con- 
tinued on the next T-shirt. 

Terre Haute's socialist labor leader was 
a man of many words. There came a time, 
though, when his message may very well 
have been lost. 

Even the house he occupied since 
1890 had fallen on hard times, suffering 
countless indignities during remodeling. 
At one point during the expansion craze 
of the early 60s, there was talk of clearing 
it for a parking lot or moving it to another 
site. 

But heroes are hard to come by, a small 
band of people realized. The devotees 
got together to salvage the home which 
has become a state and national shrine. 

Today, surrounded by high-rise towers, 
the Debs home sort of sticks out like a 
sore thumb -- just like its orjginal owner. 

The daughter of Debs' brother, 
Theodore, took up the-task of preserving 
the Debs heritage. Marguerite Debs 
Cooper contributed irreplaceable exhibits 
such as the dining room suite, which was 
a wedding gift from Eugene to Theodore ۱ 
and Gertrude. 
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? wir and SRUDA 


Her donations funded restoration of the 
upstairs hall. She personally selected light 
fixtures, drapes, carpets and rugs as a 
' labor of love as Debs belatedly received 
recognition. 
The house had cost $4, 500 to build 
and remained the home tthe and his 
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wife, Kate, for the rest of their lives. In 

1916 or so, the old wood ront porch 
- was replaced by the present. concrete. 
E The home included seven 
fireplaces for heat since furnaces were 
not common.  . - 

in the early 60s, a suggestion to move — 
~ the house to another location was 
: defeated. The house still stands at its 
origina! site as the university expanded 
around it. On May 22, 1962, the newly 
formed Debs Foundation put up $9,500 
to buy the structure to turn it into a 
museum. By 1966, both state and 
national governments designated the 
home a historic shrine protected by law. 
No changes can be made in the structure 
without permission. 

. . Out back is the Virgil Morris Memorial 

Gardens which commemorate 16 
pioneers of labor. 

Inside, the Debs living room includes a 
white oak, hand carved mantel. The 
James Whitcomb Riley room was so 
named for the poet who often slept over 
as a guest of the Debs. The Debs library 
features a cherry mantel and matching 
cherry bookcases. 
| The highlight of the museum, though, is 

an attic mural by John J. Laska, an ISU 
professor of art. Laska, a charter member 
of the Debs Foundation, took three years 
to complete the masterpiece which he 
called "the crowning achievement of my 
professional life which will live in this 
national monument long after | am gone. 
With painstaking craftsmanship, Laska 
told the story of Debs' life from age of five 
until his death at age 70, from his 20 
years building railroad unions to the years 
in prison for daring to speak against Mid 
War I. 


A bust of Debs is reflected in the mirrc 
above the hand-carved mantel in th 


— 


living room. N 


| 


9۱4 SJle1y Ajunuu 


لٴ ماه ——— 


The mural includes a quote from Debs, vocated during five Présidentidl ۰ 
"While there is a lower class | am in it, j paigns on the socialist ticket have long 
while there is a criminal element | am of it, Since been adopted. a E 

ajs ‘not. and written about 


while there is a/soul in prison | am not - "Much has been said anc 
free. the life of this extraordinarily gifted man,” 


The house echoes some of Debs’ - Secretary of Interior Stewart Udall said in. 
-4967 to dedicate the museum. “He was. 


passion. Rage social reforms he ad- 4 
A m es : 50 many ways so far ahead of his ۰ 
/'Continuedonpage8 7. ^. He was without à doubt the father of in- 
T | strial unionism in this country. He didn't 


ucceed completely, of course. But he 
never stopped trying." 3 


The house as it appeared at turn of the 
century. 1 | 


leader ran for President‏ کو ۶ لا 


I 


imes.He never stopped trying. - 


In keeping with its original owner, the Debs home with its turn-of4he century architecture sticks out 
like a sore thumb against the modern-day university tower. 
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A rare photo from 1925 shows Debs relaxing on his front porch about a year 


before his deasth. His company includes, left to right, Fred G. Heinl, brother 
Theodore, 51516۲4144۷۰ Gertrude, and wife Kate. 


A fiery writer himself, Debs always had a book close at hand. | $r i 


John J. Laska took three painstaking years to finish this mural tribute to Debs. | 
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Debs’ home is shrine for labor 


The house of Gene Debs on North Eighth 
Street has always been a magnet for visi- 
tors. During the time that the labor and 
socialist leader occupied it, persons active 
in those movements, as well as figures from 
the arts were frequent visitors to see Debs. 

Good friends, such as Hoosier poet 
James Whitcomb Riley, had good times in 
the home. Plans were made for organizing 
campaigns, for presidential campaigns and 
for campaigns on social issues. 

Since the death of Debs in 1926, the 
house has had several owners. It was 
rescued from near oblivion by a group of in- 
terested persons nearly two decades ago 
and has been restored to its original state. 

Visitors once again are welcome in the 
home at 451 North Eighth Street. Ned Bush 
Sr., retired city editor of the Tribune and a 
longtime Debs enthusiast, lives in a base- 
ment apartment with his wife Lucy. Bush is 
the executive vice president of the Eugene 
V. Debs Foundation. 

The home contains both original and 
period furnishings, as well as mementoes 
and exhibits from Debs' active life. The 
home has been restored through gifts of in- 
dividuals and labor unions. It has been 
granted both local and national status as an 
historic landmark. 


| E Photos by Bob Godfrey 
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"CY MARTIN HI MILLER 


The 1976 Eugene V. Debs award in the 
field of labor will be presented to Martin 
Miller at the foundation's annual dinner on 
Saturday, October 2, at the Hulman Civic 
University Center. Miller was a friend of 
Debs and has been active in the labor 
movement throughout his life. 

Richard A. Plumb, general president of 
the Barbers, Beauticians and Allied Indus- 
tries Union, will be the speaker. The dinner 
will begin at 7 p.m., preceded by a cocktail 
hour. Tickets are $10. 

The plaque, above, was designed and ex- 
ecuted by John Laska, a local artist. 
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Bob Constantine, above, was one of the foun- 
ders of the Debs Foundation and has been an 
active officer throughout its history. Above he 
is shown with a collection of period pieces in 
the home. John Laska, upper right, is currently 
at work on a large mural in the attic which 
traces the history of the life of Debs. The home 
attracts persons of all ages, right, and from 
just about every state in the union and a num- 


ber of foreign countries. 


50 years ago 
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Debs praised in Spectator obituary 


After nearly seventy-one 
years of life filled with turbulent 
trials, but during which time he 
built an almost international 
friendship, Eugene V. Debs 
passed away Tuesday, October 
19, at a sanitarium in Elmhurst, 
Ill., a suburb of Chicago. 
Broken by the strain of heart 
trouble, he had gone to the 
sanitarium a little more than a 
month ago, and was apparently 
improving until Monday eve- 
ning when he took a turn for the 
worse and shortly afterwards 
lapsed into a period of coma. 

Gene Debs was one of the 
most beloved men of his time, 
condemned perhaps because 
of his political stand, but loved 
and admired by all those who 
knew him. Early in his life he 
became an imposing factor in 
organized labor and in the 
Socialist party. He devoted his 
life to their cause and although 
confronted with adversity on 
nearly every side, he made 


Sp OCT 2 


great strides of progress for 
those interests which he 
befriended. 

Men of great renown and in- 
fluence knew Gene Debs and 
often sought his counsel. 
Although they may not have 
agreed with his convictions, 
they saw in him a powerful man, 
a friend and a leader among 
people. It often has been said 
that had Debs been affiliated 
with another political party or 
cause that he would have 
climbed to the uppermost ranks 
among statesmen of the coun- 
try and would have been a 
citizen of the broadest in- 
fluence. 

But the glory and the wealth 
which was flaunted before him 
did not sway the opinions of 
Gene Debs. He stuck to his 
ideals, waged his battle as he 
believed and despite all the 
obstacles which confronted 
him, he rose to the highest pin- 
nacle among those of his own 
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following and to a position of 
respect and admiration among 
all men. 

Five times he strove to the 
presidency of the nation on the 
Socialist ticket, but his defeat 
never embittered him against 
his fellowmen, it only made him 
more staunch in his fight for 
what he thought was right. He 
was never the hard-hearted 
type of man which many 
thought him to be. He was very 
kindly and considerate, 
especially to those in need of 
sympathy, and he never would 
have been looked upon except 
in the friendliest of spirit had it 
not been for his firmness in his 
convictions. 

He has been termed the 
workingman's friend, but he 
was more than that, he was a 
friend to everyone. It was never 
known of Gene Debs to speak 
harshly of any person nor to 
condemn any man. He probably 
was better known away from his 


own home than he was here, for 
the people of his own com- 
munity were in the majority op- 
posed to his doctrines. But 
among his townspeople he had 
some of the closest friends who 
would have trusted him 
unlimitedly. 

Gene Debs had lived his life -- 
he had fought his battles and 
was content with the victories 
which he had attained--in the 
sense of his woen words, but 
those who knew him most 
ultimately knew that he was car- 
ried away in his prime moment 
for he was anxiously awaiting 
his opportunity to vote in the 
coming election. 

Gene Debs has died, but he 
has not gone. He will live for 
many years to come. The marks 
which he has made, the 
character which he has been, 
the principles which he has 
lived, cannot be erased by 
death. 
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@ Throngs of working people and 
their families, each year, visit the 
home of the late Kate and Eugene 
V. Debs in Terre Haute, Ind. The 
house, built in 1890, stands as a 
mcnument in memory of one of 
the most outstanding trade union 
leaders in American history. It 
stands today as a National Historic 
Landmark designated in 1966 by 
the U. S. Department of the 


| he Willy Pogany mural, for 
over 50 years in the 

auditorium of the Rand Schoo! of 
Social Sciences, New York City, is 


now located at head of upstairs 
hall in Debs home. 


Interior. 

The Eugene V. Debs Foundation, 
of which Amalgamated Secretary- 
Treasurer Patrick E. Gorman is 
president, will observe this year 
the 47th anniversary of Debs’ 
death. He was born on Nov. 5, 1855 
and died on Oct. 20, 1926. The 
Foundation which purchased and 
restored the Debs home in 1962 
was instrumental in achieving na- 
tional landmark status of the home. 

The Debs home is filled with 
nostalgia of a by-gone era. It was 
here where Eugene Debs wrote 
many articles as editor of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Fire- 
men magazine of which he had 
also served as Grand Secretary. It 
was here where he set plans to 
organize the first industrial union, 


the American Railway Union, 
established in 1893. It was here 
where Debs contemplated and de- 
cided to run as a candidate of the 
Socialist Party for President of the 
United States. It was here where 
he developed ideas to write many 
articles advocating justice and 
equality for those who are under- 
privileged and oppressed as associ- 
ate editor of the Appeal to Reason. 
And it was here where many meet- 
ings were held on behalf of the 
cause of unionism and reforms in 
the community. 

The home stands as a symbol of 
his creed: 

“While there is a lower class, I 
am in it; While there is a criminal 
element, I am of it; while there is 
a soul in prison, I am not free." 


BUTCHER WORKMAN 


autifully appointed 

dining room was often 

T into a study by Eugene 
D abs as added room was 
always required for his work. 


ookcases, fireplace, 
and mantel in library. 
The Debs library is filled with 
periodicals bearing his writings 

as well as many books signifi- 
cant to labor and social history. 


n alcove off the 
| living room is now 
known as the John L. 
Lewis Room. Artifacts 
and documents are 
displayed in the room. 


urniture from his 
| lastoffice now 
stands in the Debs 
bedroom. 


ebs kitchen now 
E si known as the 
Indiana AFL-CIO Room. 


he living room as 
seen from the 
entrance hall. 
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